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My personal acquaintance with Gammer began when he invited
me to attend one of the most significant conferences of my life, a
workshop on “Written Culture in Daghestan,” hosted by the
Iranian, European area studies centers and the Department of
Middle Eastern and African History at Tel Aviv University in 2008.
Together with two earlier gatherings of specialists convened by
Gammer, this conference marked the first time that so many
prominent scholars of the Islamic Caucasus from Russia, the United
States, England, Germany, and, most importantly, Daghestan, had
assembled to discuss the highly specialized, fascinating, and yet
radically understudied subject of Daghestani Arabic textual culture.
Thanks to Gammer’s efforts and vision, this conference
compellingly demonstrated that cutting edge research on barely
known (and in many cases still unpublished) primary sources was
well underway, even in regions that appeared hopelessly mired in

outdated Soviet historiography.
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