1ATIN 11Xy

AW ODNI' 91N 7W NNNIN7
]'’TNAN NU'01QIIN

1IX7 72WN Q"T 7¥ D172 10D 11DN2 NONN'Y
"NNITZN NITN'A N'T019| n'a17in'm ,uTn”

Y1na 15-n 'w'7w DI']
14:15-15:45 72
497 1n'72

NNXINNTNNID

Material Practices, Abstract Concepts: Counting,
Weighing and Measuring and the Rise of ‘Justice’
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Human labour and the evolution of knowledge are interdependent.
Can this be demonstrated? How do material practices engender
cognitive processes and, ultimately, abstract concepts? And what
effects do these'then have? This paper explores the roots of ancient
Near Eastern concepts of justice in cultural practices such as
counting, weighing and measuring, i.e., concepts won thyough
abstraction (like other abstract concepts, e.g., mathematical anad
philosophical ones). Special interest will be given to differentitypes
of balances and to processes of standardisation.



