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"Does Cultural History
Contextualize the Self?"

The last half century has seen am ambitious growth in the subjects of history. A variety of ethical commitments
has led historians to attempts at inclusion of those who had been 'hidden from history': women, the poor,
criminals, heretics, peasants and artisans. During those very decades humanities scholars have also learned to
consider the textual properties of the sources for historical studies in new ways, often left with the nagging
questions: is anything knowable beyond the text, can the text tell us what we need to know as we search for
subjects, subjectivities - selves - in the past? The procedures of cultural history aim at rich and meaningful
contextualization of subjects and the events they form. Yet it is hardly clear of what such context provides, what
its boundaries and purposes are to be. Working through a number of examples of recent historical practice, this
lecture will aim to set out some interesting questions, which will be of interest not only to historians, or scholars
of the pre modern past, but for all humanities scholars.

*¥* The lectures will be held in English

https://www.contextualizing-the-self-workshop.com/



