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Prof. David Banister (University of Oxford), Dr. Yannick Cornet (Technical
University of Denmark) and Prof. Glenn Lyons (University of the West of England).

“Guidance for transport planning and policymaking in the face of an

uncertain future”.

We are in a world that seems increasingly connected, fast-paced and complex. The
future has always been uncertain but it seems widely recognised that such uncertainty
is now particularly pronounced. We may be coming towards the end of an epoch in
transport where expansion of infrastructure was inevitable and the car was king.
Future demand for travel — especially car travel — is unpredictable as long run growth
trends in several developed economies have been interrupted. This lecture will
explore issues of change, uncertainty and the plausibility of significantly different
futures. This will be followed by an outlining of two forms of policymaking pathway:
regime-compliant (in which adherence to trends and the nature of the world as we
have known pushes policy) and regime-testing (in which the nature of the world as we
have known is brought into question and vision pulls policy discussion). The final part
of the lecture will reveal the views of a cross-section of UK transport professionals
regarding transport planning and policymaking in the face of an uncertain future.
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Prof. Glenn Lyons, Associate Dean for Research and Enterprise, Faculty of
Environment and Technology and Centre for Transport & Society (CTS),
University of the West of England (UWE), UK

Glenn Lyons is Professor of Transport and Society and founder of the Centre for
Transport & Society (CTS) at UWE Bristol. He was CTS Director from 2002-2010
and is now Associate Dean (Research and Enterprise) for the Faculty of Environment
and Technology and its 300+ staff alongside continuing to be active as a research
professor. His research focuses upon the role of new technologies in supporting and
influencing travel behaviour both directly and through shaping lifestyles and social
practices. A former secondee to the UK Department for Transport and more recently
to the New Zealand Ministry of Transport, Glenn has led major studies into traveller
information systems, teleworking, virtual mobility, travel time use, user innovation,
road pricing, public and business attitudes to transport and future mobility. He has
been involved in a number of strategic futures studies.
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