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Doctorants’ Seminar of the School of Cultural Studies, 2018
Supervisor: Prof. Michele Kahan

Acceleration and Deceleration: Cultural Rhythms

The Digital Revolution is characterized by processes of global acceleration that influence our daily life.
New technologies, software and digital platforms produce new temporal rhythms that are much faster
than the human experience of time. If technological progress means timesaving and improved
efficiency, the feeling that time is missing provokes confusion and disappointment. The link between
acceleration processes in technological innovation and neo-liberalism empowers a feeling of existential
disillusionment. According to the opponents of acceleration, neoliberal policies deliberately increase
this movement in order to reduce the power of democratic regimes, which need time to deliberate and
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make decisions for the sake of the people, and strengthen the discretionary authority of the Executive in
times of crisis, destroying social and economic structures that were relevant two or three decades ago.

Over the past few years, researchers in social sciences and the humanities have investigated the impact
of sped-up processes on our society. For some thinkers, technological innovations have become a
factor of incarceration instead of emancipation, and globalization is shrinking the world rather than
enlarging it. The philosopher Paul Virilio claims that acceleration in postmodern society gradually
erases established perceptions of time that are essential for the constitution of a stable identity
nourished by the past and facing the future. They promote “accidental time”, a time with neither past
nor future, an “inhabitable” time. In acceleration, German sociologist Harmut Rosa sees a factor of
alienation when analyzing three elements of the process: 1) acceleration of technological change in
transportation and communication, 2) acceleration of social change, perceived as the evolution and
instability of social patterns such as family, career, and lifestyle, 3) acceleration of the pace of life, that
is to say an increased sense of urgency and lack of time. Can counter-movements of deceleration stop
the running forward? What kind of efficiency do horizontalist modes of organization offer? In a
Manifesto for an Accelerationist Politics (2013), Nick Srnicek and Alex Williams claim that the
response to capitalism is rather to accelerate its uprooting, alienating, decoding, abstractive tendencies.
“Islands” and “fortresses™ of resistance that choose a way of life opposed to acceleration will achieve
only local targets. The welfare state, social structures and workers’ organizations belong to the 20"
century. Those institutions have been attacked and distorted in such an irreversible way that it is
impossible today to think in terms of class conflicts anymore. Therefore, deceleration has to rebuild
itself within the world of today.

Acceleration versus Deceleration? What do those concepts signify in the various fields of research in
cultural studies? The culture of an individual is in itself dependent on their conception of time, as the
temporal frameworks of society work upon their perception of time. The way they shapetheir own
identities according to various temporal horizons, the way they live in the present time, and the way
they look to the future. How does the digital revolution inhabit the discourses? In which ways does the
subjectivity in crisis find its expressions in literature? How does the new alienated and technocratic
Self build his ethos and talk about his virtual, fluid, inconsistent habitus? What kinds of relations
between the individual and the other, the individual and the community, or the individual and the world
are represented in art and literature? What are the expressions of fears, fantasies, hopes, illusions
related to those mutations? How do those changes affect and challenge identity issues, gender issues,
community issues, psychoanalysis?

The Doctorants’ Seminar seeks to engage in a debate on these topics of Acceleration and Deceleration.
The guests are invited to present their research in literature, language, discourse, gender studies,
cultural rhythms, communication, diachronic and synchronic axes and more, while emphasizing
(directly or obliquely) possible connections between their fields of research and questions on time and
the experience of time in the past and the present, and eventually towards the future.

" Reinhart Koselleck, Futures Past: On the Semantics of Historical Time, Stanford, Stanford University Press, 2002.

" paul Virilio, The Original Accident, Cambridge, Polity, 2007; Le Grand accélérateur, Paris, Galilée, 2010.

T Harmut Rosa, Social Acceleration, A New Theory of Modernity, New-York, Columbia University Press, 2013; Alienation and
Acceleration. Toward a Critical Theory of Late-Modern Temporality, Malmo/Arhus, NSU Press, 2010.

v Alex William, Nick Srnicek, Accelerate Manifesto for an Accelerationnist Politics,
http://criticallegalthinking.com/2013/05/14/accelerate-manifesto-for-an-accelerationist-politics, 2013.
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